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Fall 2019 

 

Dear Educator, 

 

Thank you for your student matinee ticket order to Great Lakes Theaterôs 
production The Music Man performed in repertory with William 
Shakespeareôs Julius Caesar in the beautiful Hanna Theatre at Playhouse 
Square from September 27th through November 10th. 
 
Thereôs trouble in River Cityéò when Harold Hill, a fast-talking salesman, 
attempts to con its citizens into purchasing instruments and uniforms for a 
boysô band that he never fully intends on forming. That is until, Marian, the 
prim town librarian, catches on to his scheme and the two fall into an unlikely 
romance that is the foil to all of Haroldôs plans. This six-time, Tony-winning 
musical, which features cherished numbers such as ñSeventy-Six 
Trombones,ò ñYa Got Troubleò and ñTill There Was You,ò is the perfect 
musical comedy for all ages.   
 
This guide is designed ï through essays, discussion questions and       
classroom activities ï to give students both an introduction to, and a point of 
entry for, a personal exploration of The Music Man.  We offer special thanks 
to retired teacher Madelon Horvath for her outstanding contribution to this 
guide. 
 
Great Lakes Theater is proud to provide you with the finest in classic theater 
and the necessary educational resources to support your work in the 
classroom.  We are thrilled that you will be coming to see us and we welcome 
your input on how best to support your classroom preparation for our work.  
Please let us know what you think! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Kelly Schaffer Florian               David Hansen  
Director of Educational Services  Education Outreach Associate 
kflorian@greatlakestheater.org  dhansen@greatlakestheater.org 
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You may or may not have attended a live theater  
performance before.  To increase your enjoyment, it 
might be helpful to look at the unique qualities of this art 
form ð  because it is so different from movies or video. 

 

The live theatrical performance not only involves the 
actors on the stage; it is meant to involve you, the 
audience, in ways that film and television cannot.  In 
truth, although you are sitting in an auditorium and the 
actors are on stage, there is very little separating the 
audience from the performers.  How you react to the play 
deeply affects the actors.  Something as seemingly trivial 
as whispering or unwrapping a candy bar can distract 
them and disrupt the mood and tone of their 
performance.  Due to the important relationship between 
actors and audience members, there are certain, perhaps 
obvious, provisions of live theater we wish to call to 
your attention. 

 

In the Hanna Theatre, it is important to know that the 
taking of pictures, either with or without a flash, is 
strictly prohibited.  Also, it is essential that all electronic 
equipment, including cell phones, music players (even 
with headphones), alarm watches, etc., be completely 
powered off once you have entered the theatre.  Even the 
glow from a silent cell phone (used for text messaging, 
or posting social network updates, for example) can be 
very distracting to fellow audience members, even if you 
try to mask it under your hand or an article of clothing.  

Our goal is to provide every person in the audience 
with the best possible theatrical experience, so we 
appreciate your respectful cooperation during the 
performance.   

 

Other differences live theater provides:  in film or 
video, the camera and editing define what we will see.  
In the theater, however, each of us works as a camera 
and editor, choosing his or her personal points of 
focus.  And in the Hanna Theatre, you should know 
that often we do not use  microphones.  As audience 
members you'll need to actively listen and "tune in" to 
the sound of the unamplified human voice.   

 

As for our lighting and scenery, it might    surprise you 
to know that these are not necessarily meant to be 
realistic.  In this production, for         example, there 
are design elements that are abstract or metaphorical.   

 

The theater's ability to focus on human          
experience ð  distilled through the dialogue and    
behavior of people on stage and enhanced by the 
scenery, costumes, lighting, music and dance ð is a 
centuries-old tradition.  Being part of the communal 
magic when performer and audience connect ð
whether at a baseball game, music concert or theater 
performance ð  cannot be duplicated.   

 

The performance you will see at Great Lakes Theater 
will happen only once.  It is unique and personal.  
Though this play will be performed more than a dozen 
times, the performance you see belongs only to you.  
We hope you enjoy it, and we'd like you to share your 
response with us.  
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