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Dear Educator, 

 

We welcome you and your students to Great Lakes Theaterôs production of Charles Dickensô A 
Christmas Carol.   

 
Northeast Ohioôs best-loved holiday tradition ð GLTôs production of A Christmas Carol returns to the 
Ohio Theatre.  Ebenezer Scrooge is literally haunted by his past ð his present and future too!  Aided 
by four lively, mysterious spirits, Scrooge re-examines his life, half-lived, and is given one last chance to 
change his fate.  His exhilarating journey, filled with humor and music, abounds with charm ð as well 
as dazzling stagecraft and enchanting effects. A cast of two-dozen actors recreates over sixty immortal 
characters in this heartwarming, timeless tale. 

 

This guide is designed ð through its essays, discussion questions and classroom activities ð to give 
students both an introduction to, and a point of entry for, a personal exploration of A Christmas Carol.  
We offer special thanks to arts educator Jodi Kirk and Lakewood City Schools teacher Jessie Holland 
for their outstanding contributions to this guide. 

 

Great Lakes Theater is proud to provide you with the finest in classic theater and with the necessary 
educational resources to support your work as an educator. We are thrilled that you will be coming to 
see us and we welcome your input on how best to support your classroom preparation for our work.  
Please let us know what you think! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

          
 

Kelly Schaffer Florian 
Director of Educational Services          
kflorian@greatlakestheater.org 
216.453.4443 
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You may or may not have attended a live theater  
performance before.  To increase your enjoyment, it 
might be helpful to look at the unique qualities of this art 
form ð  because it is so different from movies or video. 
 
The live theatrical performance not only involves the 
actors on the stage; it is meant to involve you, the 
audience, in ways that film and television cannot. In truth, 
although you are sitting in an auditorium and the actors 
are on stage, there is very little separating the audience 
from the performers. How you react to the play deeply 
affects the actors. Something as seemingly trivial as 
whispering or unwrapping a candy bar can distract them 
and disrupt the mood and tone of their performance. Due 
to the important relationship between actors and 
audience members, there are certain, perhaps obvious, 
provisions of live theater we wish to call to your attention. 
 
In the Hanna Theatre, it is important to know that the 
taking of pictures, either with or without a flash, is strictly 
prohibited. Also, it is essential that all electronic 
equipment, including cell phones, music players (even 
with headphones), alarm watches, etc., be completely 
powered off once you have entered the theatre. Even the 
glow from a watch or a silent cell phone (used for 
checking the time, text messaging, or posting social 
network updates, for example) can be very distracting to 
fellow audience members, even if you try to mask it 
under your hand or an article of clothing.  Our goal is to 
provide every person in the audience with the best 
possible theatrical experience, so we appreciate your 
respectful cooperation during the performance.   
 

Other differences live theater provides: in film or 
video, the camera and editing define what we will 
see.  In the theater, however, each of us works as 
our own camera and editor, choosing our own 
personal points of focus. And in the Hanna Theatre, 
you should know that often we do not use  
microphones. As audience members you'll need to 
actively listen and "tune in" to the sound of the 
unamplified human voice.   
 
As for our lighting and scenery, it might surprise you 
to know that these are not necessarily meant to be 
realistic. In this production, for example, there may 
be design elements that are abstract or metaphorical.   
 
The theater's ability to focus on human          
experience ð  distilled through the dialogue and    
behavior of people on stage and enhanced by the 
scenery, costumes, lighting, music and dance ð is a 
centuries-old tradition.  Being part of the communal 
magic when performer and audience connect ð
whether at a baseball game, music concert or theater 
performance ð  cannot be duplicated.  
 
The performance you will see at Great Lakes Theater 
will happen only once.  It is unique and personal.  
Though this play will be performed more than a 
dozen times, the performance you see belongs only 
to you.   
 
We hope you enjoy it, and we'd like you to share 
your response with us.  

A NOTE TO STUDENTS: WHAT TO EXPECT AT THE THEATER 
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Charles     

Dickens 

harles Dickens was born on 
February 7, 1812, the 
second of eight children and 
spent his young childhood in 
the city of Chatham, England. 

Chatham is a seaside city, seventy 
miles from London, important because it 
was the home to a great shipbuilding 
dockyard. Dickensô father worked for the 
Navy Pay Office, and so he was 
afforded a pleasant childhood which 
included a great deal of unsupervised 
play in the outdoors.  
 
Dickens was also a voracious reader, 
taking in adventures like ñRobinson 
Crusoeò and ñThe Arabian Nights.ò He 
attended a ñdame schoolò which was a 
kind of privately run school for a small 
number of students, all classes led by 
one female teacher. 
 
When Dickens turned eleven, his life 
changed dramatically. The family had 
been living well beyond their means, 
and when his father was re-stationed in 
London he was soon forced by his 
creditors into a debtorsô prison, to work 
until his debts were paid. 
 
Because the family relied on the father 
for support, Dickensô mother and the 
youngest of his brothers and sisters had 

A young Charles Dickens 

C 
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to live in the debtorsô prison, with him!  
Young Charles boarded with various family 
friends, many of whom provided the inspiration 
for characters in his future written work, most 
notably ñThe Old Curiosity Shop.ò He also 
worked long hours in a factory that produced 
ñbootblackò (shoe polish) to help raise money for  
his family. 
 
Dickensô harsh and wearying experiences as a 
child laborer stayed with him his entire life, and 
his sympathy for the working class is reflected in 
novels like ñOliver Twist,ò ñDavid Copperfield,ò 
and, of course, ñA Christmas Carol.ò Upon the 
death of his grandmother, Dickensô father 
received an inheritance which freed his family 
from debtorsô prison, and Charles was able to 
continue schooling. 
 
As a teenager he found work as an assistant in a 
law office, and later as a journalist, selling his 
news stories to various papers. He began writing 
short stories as well, which were published by 
popular magazines. When he was twenty-four, a 
collection of these stories was published with the 
title ñSketches by Bozò ï a pseudonym he often 
used for his articles. 
 
Dickens was also an avid fan of the theater, and 
even tried to audition for a professional company 
but was unsuccessful in becoming an actor. He 
married Catherine Hogarth, the daughter of a 
newspaper editor, and together they would have 

ten children. During the years that followed his 
success the novelist began to grow, one of his 
early champions was the young Queen Victoria!  
Many of his greatest works were serialized, or 
published one chapter at a time, one month at a 
time, in magazines. As a result, Dickens could 
gauge the popularity of his storylines and his 
characters, and change the direction of a novel 
he was in the process of creating before he had 
even finished them.  
 
In 1842, Charles and Catherine traveled across 
the sea to tour the United States. In his published 
account of the journey, ñAmerican Notes for 
General Circulation,ò he condemned the 
American system of slavery ï the Civil War was 
still twenty years away. He was also distressed to 
learn that his written work was freely published 
across the United States without regard to 
copyright. Thousands purchased and loved his 
work, from whom he hadnôt received a penny. 
 
A widely world-renown and successful writer, he 
was also editor of the London Daily News, which 
he used to put forth socially progressive ideals. 
He also took many journeys to neighboring 
France, which inspired his best-known work of 
historical fiction, ñA Tale of Two Citiesò which 
describes class conflict in both London and Paris. 
Perhaps you have heard the phrase, ñIt was the 
best of times, it was the worst of timesò ..? Then  
you are familiar with the very first sentence of this 
novel. 

Charles Dickens and his wife, Catherine 
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Charles Dickens House & Museum, 

48 Doughty Street, London 

Charles Dickens reading to two of his daughters                    

in the garden of his home, Gadôs Hill, in Kent 

 
During his later years Dickens returned to the 
United States for another reading tour. For many 
years he toured, reading his own work for packed 
houses of admiring fans. He finally fulfilled his 
dream of playing the stage! He had even started 
what he called his ñFarewell Readingsò tour at 
the age of 56, as he was becoming poor in 
health. This tour was even suspended for a time, 
during which he began writing his unfinished 
novel, ñThe Mystery of Edwin Drood.ò 
 
Charles Dickens died on June 9, 1870 at the age 
of 58. One of the most-read English authors of all 
time, his works have never gone out of print, and 
over two hundred radio and television programs 
and films have been adapted from his written 
work. His novel ñA Christmas Carolò is the 
primary subject of these, a work whose wide-
ranging popularity has been credited with 
shaping the religious holiday of Christmas into 
the secular, family-centered season of giving that 
is celebrated around the world. 
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ntil very recently, Queen Victoria 

was the longest reigning monarch 

in British history! The British often 

refer to periods of their history by 

the name of the reigning monarch. These 

periods can last a generation or so, and can 

be used to easily define changes in society, 

fashion, popular 

culture, 

government and 

the general 

mood and well-

being of the 

population. 

DICKENSô LONDON 

U 

The 63 years Victoria was Queen 

of England (1837 ï 1901) largely 

coincides with the period also 

referred to as the Industrial 

Revolution, when technological 

advances led to a massive 

increase in factory work and the 

rapid growth of the nationôs capital 

city of London in size and 

population. Millions left the farms 

of England to find factory work in 

the city. 

 

Now, London never had the best sanitation even before the 

19th century. During Shakespeareôs time there was nothing 

like what we would know as sanitation at all. The only 

drinking water in London four hundred years ago came 

straight from the Thames River, the same river everyone 

used to dump their waste! 

A crowded river Thames running through London. 
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Horses drive traffic on London's Oxford Street in 1890, 

producing approximately 1,000 tons of dung a day.  

By Victoriaôs day things were considerably 

worse, with factories breathing toxic soot 

and smoke into the skies, the streets 

caked with droppings from horses drawing 

carriages. Young boys were even 

employed to get the dung off the streets. 
 

Imagine you had a time machine, and 

wanted to meet Charles Dickens in 1843, 

as he was writing his new story, ñA 

Christmas Carol.ò The very first thing you 

would notice, before even getting a 

chance to look around to see the smoke-

blackened brick buildings lining narrow 

streets packed with people, would be the 

over-whelming stench of your 

surroundings! 

Under terrible conditions like these, diseases 

communicated through microbes ð about 

which little was known at the time ð such as 

cholera and typhus were often passed via 

unclean water and food stuffs.  

 

A drawing of a crowded 18th century London neighborhood. 

Most people in the United States 

today (though it must be said, not 

all) take purified water and proper 

sewage systems for granted. But it 

was not until the 1890s and the 

very end of Victoriaôs reign that the 

city of London took action to create 

a public sanitation system. 


